






















Vale (2008): ‘The architecture of houses of parliament and of 
legislative chambers in countries around the world is analysed for its 
relationship to political culture. It is argued that parliamentary 
buildings and spaces (1) preserve cultural values of the polity over 
time; (2) articulate contemporaneous political attitudes and values; 
and (3) contribute to the formation of political culture. Preservation is 
illustrated by how parliament buildings occupy sacred sites, symbolize 
the state and assure the continuity of legislative traditions. Articulation 
is exemplified by reflecting the relative importance of the two 
legislative houses and making expressive statements about the role of 
parties, executives and individual legislators. Formation can be 
affected by the physical dimensions of chambers, the arrangement of 
seats, aisles and lecterns, and spatial relationships between houses 
and the parliament versus the executive. It is concluded that the 
advent of television broadcasting of parliamentary sessions may make 
these architectural features even more important in perpetuating, 
manifesting and shaping political culture.’ 		
